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Project Background
•	Develop plan for improvements to St. Ann 
Park area that consists of NE ballfield, existing 
shelter/concessions building, and existing 
maintenance storage area

•	Planning effort is conducted in accordance with 
the Municipal Park Planning Grant program

•	Goal of this planning effort is to develop an 
overall master plan for the park that incorporates 
priorites identified by the City and Community

Primary 
Planning Area

Limited 
Planning



Overall Project Scope

Public Forum

•	Engaging City stakeholders, project 
partners, and the community

•	Site visit, analyses, and assessment

•	Development of Initial Concepts

•	Community Feedback Opportunities 
(Two Public Forums)

•	Develop Final Site Plan with cost 
opinions for proposed improvements

•	Final Master Plan Document

Existing Parking

Existing Restroom

Existing Pavilion

Updated Playground

Bridge

Outdoor Classroom

Picnic Shelter

Enhanced Stream Bank 
and Woodland Clearing

South Lawn

Nature Playscape

Exercise Node (4 Total)

Accessible Park Trail

New Parking (5 Spaces)

Buffer Landscape

Existing Vegetation to Remain15
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Overall
The final master plan for Charles J. Evola Park encompasses the 
vision of the community combined with a strategic planning and 
design approach for implementation. Elements from the existing 
park configuration, each of the concept plans, and additional items 
identified with staff and the community can be found in the final plan. 
The end product is a dynamic park with increased recreational value to 
the community. The following is a summary of the Charles J. Evola Park 
master plan.

Circulation
A priority goal for Charles J. Evola was to expand to the south end of the 
park and increase accessibility to and within the park.  The final master 
plan addresses this desire with the inclusion of a paved accessible trail 
through the park.  Access to the trail is provided along the existing and 
proposed parking.  This trail will provide access to all amenities in the 
park, and includes four workout stations along the south loop for park 
visitors.  The trail includes a loop that crosses the creek with a small 
pedestrian bridge and connection back to the primary trial.  

Playgrounds
The existing playground is the primary active recreation amenity 
within the park.  The master plan includes reshaping and updating 
the playground structures and surfacing.  Unique play features are 
recommended to provide a play environment that is enjoyable and 
challenging for children of all ages.  Play surfacing is recommended to 
be resilient rubber surfacing or synthetic turf with a design pattern or 
color selection to enhance the play experience.  Desired play equipment 
will provide a play experience for all ages and includes a blend of 
traditional equipment and adventure play including rope climbing, 
slides, and climbers. 

A playground is proposed on the south side of the park to activate 
the space. A natural playscape is recommended to blend with the 
surrounding environment and differ from the playground on the north. 

Shaded Picnic Tables
The concept plan includes a shelter overlooking the creek on the south 
side of the park.  This shelter is sized for two picnic tables. This space 
should have the capacity to accommodate approximately 8-10 people.  
Architecturally, this space should compliment the existing pavilion, 
scale and passive nature of the park. Picnic tables will provide a users a 
place to pause on the south end of the park.                           

Exercise Stations
Along the accessible walk, the design incorporates four stand alone 
exercise stations. The residents in the neighborhood did express their 
interest in this type of feature as an activity for park users at any age. 

Creek Enhancements 
A reoccurring discussion in this planning process was regarding the 
condition of the creek that separates the north and south sides of 
the park.  The final plan includes improvements to the channel to 
address erosion and enhance the aesthetic impact of the creek.  Creek 
improvements will also include clearing of underbrush and thinning of 
the tree cover along the banks.  The goal is to create a passive amenity 
visible from the north and south sides.  

Landscape and Green Space
The plan prioritizes the preservation of open green space and existing 
trees within the park.  A majority of the south end of the park is 
maintained as open green space, and healthy trees are preserved 
throughout the park. 

Consideration of successional planting within the park and 
establishment of native understory along the creek banks will establish 
a healthy park landscape now and in the future.  A landscape buffer will 
be implemented on the south edge of the park to provide separation 
from the adjacent property. Additional trees and landscape are 
incorporated throughout the park.  
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Example Final Park Master Plan



Overall Project Scope
Plan will explore incorporation of the following amenities:

•	Expanded Shelter and Plaza Space near Existing Shelter

•	Expanded Trail System

•	Site Furnishings

•	New Playground 

•	Parking

•	Sports Courts (Pickleball, Multi-purpose)

•	Farmers Market and Community Garden

•	Open Green Space

•	Buffer Plantings and Landscape Enhancement



Project Timeline
•	 SITE VISITS / SITE ASSESSMENT...........................

•	 INITIAL CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT.......................

•	 PUBLIC FORUM # 1.................................................

•	 REVISED CONCEPT AND COSTING/PHASING...

•	 PUBLIC FORUM # 2 ................................................

•	 FINALIZE MASTER PLAN........................................

•	 FINAL PARK BOARD PRESENTATION...................

APRIL - MAY

MAY - JUNE

JUNE PARK BOARD MTG

JULY

JULY PARK BOARD MTG

AUGUST

AUGUST PARK BOARD MTG



thank you !


